
them. Calculate statistics both with and without the outliers so the readers can see
the effect of the outliers and decide for themselves.

Misinterpretation of the Coefficient of Correlation

Several fallacies and limitations should be considered in interpreting the meaning
of a coefficient of correlation. The coefficient does not imply a cause-and-effect
relationship between variables. High positive correlations have been observed
between the number of storks’ nests and the number of human births in north-

390 Part III • Data Analysis

FIGURE 10.11 Scatter Plots of Outliers
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