Reading Hour Questionnaire for 

Envision: Persuasive Writing in a Visual World

By Christine L. Alfano and Alyssa J. O’Brien
What is it?

The Reading Hour Program is designed to give you an opportunity to preview the first edition of Alfano and O'Brien's Envision: Persuasive Writing in a Visual World.  Your feedback will be very valuable to our authors, editors, and marketing team.  As a thank you, you will receive a Penguin novel of your choice. Please complete this questionnaire in its entirety.  Be sure and provide us with your mailing address so we can send you your Penguin novel.

How does the Reading Hour work?

Click on the sample chapter link to view the sample chapters. Choose one of the sample chapters to view in order to complete the questionnaire.  Save the questionnaire as a Word document, and attach it in an email message to michael.ticehurst@ablongman.com. Please complete this questionnaire in its entirety.  Be sure to provide us with your mailing address, so we can send you your Penguin novel.  

Professor Name: 
School: 
Department: 
Street Address: 
City: 
Book in use (Author / Title / Edition) 
Enrollment: 
 FORMTEXT 

     

Semester Course:  Quarter Course:  FORMCHECKBOX 

Decision Date: 
 FORMTEXT 

     

 Individual   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Committee

Office hours: 
Overview: Envision was written as a guide to help students learn how to analyze and craft arguments, design and conduct research projects, and produce persuasive texts.

Chapter 2 – Understanding the Strategies of Persuasion
1. Please read Chapter 2 in its entirety.

a. What is your overall impression of the chapter?  What do you think of the writing style and content?  How does it compare to other books you have used? 
b. Please name 2-3 strengths of the chapter 
c.
What were its weaknesses, if any? 
2. The authors of Envision use a wide variety of visual texts both as examples and also to illustrate important rhetorical concepts and ideas about argument and research. Throughout Chapter 2, students are learning about the rhetorical appeals of logos, pathos, and ethos and they are asked to read and analyze advertisements that demonstrate the use of different rhetorical appeals.  For example, take a look at the visual images on pages 35, 36, 39, 45, and 49.  Will your students find these visual examples and the discussion that accompanies them engaging and instructive? 
Chapter 3 – Analyzing Perspectives in Argument

3. Please read Chapter 3 in its entirety.  

a. 
What is your overall impression of the chapter?  What do you think of the writing style and content?  How does it compare to other books you have used? 
c. Please name 2-3 strengths of the chapter 
c. 
What were its weaknesses, if any? 
4. Each chapter includes various activities and assignments, as well as checklists, summaries, and links to additional content on the Companion Website.  Please take a look at each of the elements listed below, evaluate its usefulness to students, and rate it on a scale of 1 to 5 (with 1 being “not helpful to students” and 5 being “extremely helpful to students”):

“Collaborative Challenge” activities engage students in collaborative inquiry, writing, and revision (see pg. 68, for example).
1 FORMCHECKBOX 

2 FORMCHECKBOX 

3 FORMCHECKBOX 

4 FORMCHECKBOX 

5 FORMCHECKBOX 

“Creative Practice” activities ask students to pause and practice the argument and research principles being presented (see pg. 86, for example).


1 FORMCHECKBOX 

2 FORMCHECKBOX 

3 FORMCHECKBOX 

4 FORMCHECKBOX 

5 FORMCHECKBOX 

“At a Glance” boxes offer quick summaries of important ideas or terms being covered within each chapter (see pg. 75, for example).  

1 FORMCHECKBOX 

2 FORMCHECKBOX 

3 FORMCHECKBOX 

4 FORMCHECKBOX 

5 FORMCHECKBOX 

“Writing Projects” and “For Added Challenge” assignments at the end of each chapter offer opportunities for students to write longer essays and create other individual and collaborative projects (see pp. 90-91)
1 FORMCHECKBOX 

2 FORMCHECKBOX 

3 FORMCHECKBOX 

4 FORMCHECKBOX 

5 FORMCHECKBOX 

General Questions
5. Would you be interested in receiving an exam copy of Envision? 
6. Based on the limited amount you have read thus far, would you consider adopting this book? 

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 

7. In general, when evaluating a rhetoric or writing guide such as Envision, how important are the factors listed below?  Please rate them “Not Important,” “Important,” or “Very Important,” or fill in the info requested.

a) General organization of the book: Not Important FORMCHECKBOX 
 Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very Important FORMCHECKBOX 

b) Coverage of reading, writing, and research strategies: Not Important FORMCHECKBOX 
 Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very Important FORMCHECKBOX 

c) Assignments and activities: Not Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very Important FORMCHECKBOX 

d) Number and type of models and examples: Not Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very Important FORMCHECKBOX 

e) Technology/Web resources: Not Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Important   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very Important FORMCHECKBOX 

f) Voice/writing style: Not Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very Important FORMCHECKBOX 

g) Visual look/appeal of the book: Not Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Important  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very Important FORMCHECKBOX 

h) A text’s coverage of the following topics is very important to me [please fill in]: 
Thank you for your feedback! 

Don’t forget to save this questionnaire as a Word document and attach it in an email message to  
michael.ticehurst@ablongman.com .  

Or print and mail: 
Michael Ticehurst

Longman Publishers

1185 Avenue of the Americas

25th Floor

New York, NY  10036

212-782-3428

212-782-3311 (fax)

 Please indicate which Penguin novel you would like to receive!
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eats, Shoots & Leaves by Lynne Truss

 FORMCHECKBOX 
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Daniel Johnnes's Top 200 Wines

 FORMCHECKBOX 
The Wrong Side of Brightness by Austin Bay

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Lies and the Lying Liars Who Tell Them by Al Franken

 FORMCHECKBOX 
It's Not About the Bike by Lance Armstrong

 FORMCHECKBOX 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Think Like Tiger by John Andrisani
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Fever Pitch by Nick Hornby
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