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Preface

The Instructor Teaching Guide to Video Workshop for General Education Methods can provide exciting opportunities to explore general education methods through video clips, corresponding questions and weblinks.

The purpose of this Guide is to help you integrate this CD-ROM into your own teaching style and classroom environment. The videos were chosen to connect to the content your students are learning through your lectures and their textbook.  The goal of this supplement is to allow you to use the videos to their full benefit, for your teaching and your students’ learning.

Here are suggestions for how you might incorporate Video Workshop for General Education Methods into your classroom assignments.

Individual Writing Assignments

Use videos as a stimulus for writing.  Ask students to analyze the video clips based on the text or other readings. How can they use the concepts in the course to talk about the events on the video clips?

Have students create a journal.  For every module, students must write in their journal about their favorite website from Connecting to the Web and explain why it is significant within the context of the course.

Use the weblinks as the basis for essays or reaction papers. Create assignments around weblinks that bring current issues into course work.

Collaborative Writing Assignments

By working in groups, individual student products are shared to produce a superior group product. Not only does this cut down on the number of papers the instructor needs to grade, but it also encourages students to learn from each other.

Set up “electronic communities” of students and assign an activity from the Student Learning Guide to complete cooperatively. Ask them to communicate about their ideas only through e-mail so they have to express themselves clearly in writing and so there is a record of each person's contribution. As part of the assignment, have them review the transcripts of their discussions and analyze what helped them learn and what helped them produce a good final product.

Multiple Choice Questions

Use the multiple choice questions in your exams to encourage students to complete the activities.

Internet Research

Discuss with students how to analyze a website for reliability. This is a good opportunity for students to learn about becoming discriminating web users. Ask them how they might evaluate web resources in the context of the five traditional print evaluation criteria: accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency and coverage. Have them consider the following questions:

Who is the creator of the site?

What is the authority or expertise of the individual or group that created the site?

Is there an evident bias in the site?

Do the web pages have many typos and grammatical mistakes that may indicate a lack of editorial oversight and questionable accuracy of content?

Large Classroom Assignments

Assigning activities for large classes can sometimes be challenging. The activities listed for each module in the Student Learning Guide, however, can be easily adapted in a variety of ways if you teach in a large classroom environment.  The activities can be assigned to “electronic communities” or groups of students in the class, enabling them to collaborate on the work via e-mail outside of class. This will give students an opportunity to practice clear written communication, to collaborate on work, and to interact with other students and the instructor. Students can then e-mail their results to you, or you can ask a member of each group to share their results with the class.

How to Use This Instructor Teaching Guide

Each Module of the Instructor Teaching Guide includes:

Learning Objective.  Describes what the student will learn by reviewing the video clip and completing the Observation Questions and Next Step activity.

Summary.  This briefly describes the video clip.  

Student Activity. Offers suggestions for using the information from the video clip in class. These activities are from the Next Step feature in the Student Learning Guide.

Multiple Choice Questions. Questions are compiled at the end of this manual in a Test Bank with answers.
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INSTRUCTOR’S TEACHING GUIDE

Module 4: Peer Interaction

Learning Objectives:

After completing this module, students will be able to 

1. Identify and describe the types of conflict resolution

2. Using those descriptions, analyze scenarios for the purpose of classification and indication of effectiveness.

3. Present analysis to other members of the class.

4. Define cooperative learning in all its different dimensions.

5. Describe the various strategies associated with cooperative learning.

6. Explain the benefits of cooperative learning in terms of student learning.
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  Video Clip 6: Conflict Resolution
Summary:

A second grade teacher works with two students to resolve a conflict. 

Student Activities:

1. Visit a local elementary school and obtain permission to observe students on the playground. Make notes on the conflicts that occur and how they are resolved. Share your findings with the class, and discuss other ways the situations could have been handled. Summarize the conflicts and resolutions in a table.

Students may also complete this activity by observing students in a classroom, or observing their peers resolve conflicts in the dorm or other campus site. Also, ask students to find out what the college offers in terms of conflict resolution training or literature. 

2. Visit the website "A Conflict Resolution Protocol for Elementary Classrooms"(http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/feature_10.htm). Summarize this article and react to it. 

This article is an adapted excerpt from the book, The First Six Weeks of School. The authors outline conflict resolution procedures that have worked well in their classrooms. 




Video Clip 7: Cooperative Learning
Summary:

Cooperative learning takes the skills of the children and puts them to use in their own learning. Classroom examples demonstrate the advantages of this kind of student interaction. 

Student Activity:

1. Interview a practicing teacher on the subject of cooperative learning. Include questions on when this teacher uses cooperative learning, how he or she thinks it works, and when it doesn't work. Summarize the response here.

This works well with a guest speaker, or students can contact a teacher they had. If the teacher is willing, students may observe a cooperative learning lesson first hand. 

2. Think back to your elementary through high school education, and write about a cooperative learning experience you had. How did it work? What problems came up and how did the group handle them? Knowing what you now know about cooperative learning, was the topic appropriate for cooperative learning?

You may choose to use this as a writing exercise, either in a journal or an essay. Extend this activity by assigning students to develop a cooperative learning lesson on a topic of their choice.

Multiple Choice:

Circle the response that is most accurate.
16.  Conflict resolution is best defined as: 

(a) stopping fights through the correct application of authority.

(b) creating conditions in which students with disagreements are motivated to resolve problems themselves. 

(c) the rigid application of rules so that conflicts are not possible.

(d) all of the above.

(e) none of the above.

Answer: (b)

17.  Helping students isolate the problem causing conflict is a matter of: 

(a) developing negotiation skills through an appreciation of scenarios in which mutual advantage is achieved.

(b) practicing rational processes for identifying problems.

(c) weighing solutions through an analysis of pros and cons.

(d) all of the above. 

(e)  none of the above.  

Answer: (d)

18.  Classroom management problems are typically caused by: 

(a) poor teacher planning.

(b) teacher insensitivity to group dynamics and peer pressure issues.

(c) a teacher’s lack of  “withitness” in keeping students on task completing projects that are perceived to be relevant.

(d) all of the above. 

(e) none of the above.  

Answer: (d)

19.  Cooperative learning is best defined as: 

(a) group work.

(b) segregating students according to ability for the purpose of completing teacher assignments.

(c) assigning students in a classroom into action teams that are carefully organized according to individual responsibilities, mutually beneficial tasks, and purposeful but flexible goals. 

(d) all of the above. 

(e) none of the above.  

Answer: (c)

20.  Cooperative learning strategies are most important in accomplishing: 

(a) the kind of student reflection that can lead to long-term retention of learning. 

(b) a classroom environment characterized by quiet and focused scholastic diligence.

(c) more time for teachers to grade papers and fulfill other tasks while students complete their team assignments. 

(d) all of the above.

(e) none of the above.

Answer: (a)
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Video Clip 6: Conflict Resolution
Observation Questions:

1. How did the students in this video resolve their conflict? How do you feel about this technique?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Why does this teacher feel conflict is acceptable? What possible long-term consequences could come from learning to resolve conflicts at this early age?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Next Step:

2. Visit a local elementary school and obtain permission to observe students on the playground. Make notes on the conflicts that occur and how they are resolved. Share your findings with the class, and discuss other ways the situations could have been handled. Summarize the conflicts and resolutions in a table.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. Visit the website "A Conflict Resolution Protocol for Elementary Classrooms"(http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/feature_10.htm). Summarize this program and react to it. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________




Video Clip 7: Cooperative Learning
Observation Questions:

1. Describe the basic principles of cooperative learning. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. What benefits did you see in the classroom examples of cooperative learning? Do you anticipate any problems with this type of classroom learning?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the ideal group size for cooperative learning? Explain.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Next Step:

3. Interview a practicing teacher on the subject of cooperative learning. Include questions on when this teacher uses cooperative learning, how he or she thinks it works, and when it doesn't work. Summarize the response here.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Think back to your elementary through high school education, and write about a cooperative learning experience you had. How did it work? What problems came up and how did the group handle them? Knowing what you now know about cooperative learning, was the topic appropriate for cooperative learning?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

MODULE FOUR Connecting to the Web:

A Conflict Resolution Protocol for Elementary Classrooms

http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/feature_10.htm
A brief guide to cooperative learning, one of the best researched of all teaching strategies, with links.

http://www.newhorizons.org/trm_cooplrn.html
ERIC Bulletin on cooperative learning includes a brief bibliography and an overview of benefits.

http://ericae.net/db/edo/ED306003.htm
Peer Relationships and Social Competence During Early and Middle Childhood, Article from Annual Review of Psychology

http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m0961/1999_Annual/54442303/print.jhtml
