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Preface

The Instructor's Guide to Video Workshop for Reading Methods can provide exciting opportunities to explore reading methods through video clips, corresponding questions and weblinks.

The purpose of this Guide is to help you integrate this CD-ROM into your own teaching style and classroom environment. The videos were chosen to connect to the content your students are learning through your lectures and their textbook.  The goal of this supplement is to allow you to use the CD-ROM to its full benefit, for your teaching and your students’ learning.

Here are suggestions for how you might incorporate Video Workshop for Reading Methods into your classroom assignments.

Individual Writing Assignments

Use videos as a stimulus for writing.  Ask students to analyze the video clips based on the text or other readings. How can they use the concepts in the course to talk about the events on the video clips?

Have students create a journal.  For every module, students must write in their journal about their favorite website from Connecting to the Web and explain why it is significant within the context of the course.

Use the weblinks as the basis for essays or reaction papers. Create assignments around weblinks that bring current issues into course work.

Collaborative Writing Assignments

By working in groups, individual student products are shared to produce a superior group product. Not only does this cut down on the number of papers the instructor needs to grade, but it also encourages students to learn from each other.

Set up “electronic communities” of students and assign an activity from the Student Guide to complete cooperatively. Ask them to communicate about their ideas only through e-mail so they have to express themselves clearly in writing and so there is a record of each person's contribution. As part of the assignment, have them review the transcripts of their discussions and analyze what helped them learn and what helped them produce a good final product.

Multiple Choice Questions

Use the multiple choice questions in your exams to encourage students to do the material.

Internet Research

Discuss with students how to analyze a website for reliability. This is a good opportunity for students to learn about becoming discriminating web users. Ask them how they might evaluate web resources in the context of the five traditional print evaluation criteria: accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency and coverage. Have them consider the following questions:

Who is the creator of the site?

What is the authority or expertise of the individual or group that created the site?

Is there an evident bias in the site?

Do the web pages have many typos and grammatical mistakes that may indicate a lack of editorial oversight and questionable accuracy of content?

Large Classroom Assignments

Assigning activities for large classes can sometimes be challenging. The activities listed for each module in the Student Guide, however, can be easily adapted in a variety of ways if you teach in a large classroom environment.  The activities can be assigned to “electronic communities” or groups of students in the class, enabling them to collaborate on the work via e-mail outside of class. This will give students an opportunity to practice clear written communication, to collaborate on work, and to interact with other students and the instructor. Students can then e-mail their results to you, or you can ask a member of each group to share their results with the class.

How to Use This Instructor's Guide

Each Module of the Instructor's Guide includes:

Learning Objectives.  Describe what the student will learn by reviewing the video clip and completing the Observation Questions and Next Step activities. 

Summary.  This briefly describes the video clip.  

Student Activities. Offer suggestions for using the information from the video clip in class. These activities are from the Next Step feature in the Student Guide.

Multiple Choice Questions. Questions and their corresponding answers are included for each module, and complied at the end of the Instructor's Guide. 
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INSTRUCTOR’S TEACHING GUIDE 

Module 5: Comprehension

Learning Objective:

After completing this module, you will understand 

1. that reading comprehension is the ultimate goal of reading, and should be addressed at every stage of reading.
2. the different instructional strategies for reading comprehension.

3. what a cloze procedure is and how it is used to assess comprehension.
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  Video Clip 5: Defining Reading Comprehension

Summary:

Reading comprehension is the ultimate goal of reading, and should be addressed at every stage of reading. At the beginning stage, students often focus on the elements of the reading process without understanding what they are reading.

Student Activities:

1. Choose a children's book, and type the text into a word processing program. Go through the story and in bold type or a second column, add questions that you would ask students to determine if they were comprehending the story. Include queries that get the student to think, such as where the author may be going with the story, or how the outcome of the story would change if one detail was changed.  Summarize the activity here.

Divide the class into small groups (3-4). Have students share their stories and critique each others' work. They should then choose one story to present to the class for discussion. In the summary, students should include their best questions as well as what the group added.

Additional activity: Have students develop creative comprehension assessment strategies, such as games, re-tellings, and dramatic portrayals.

Multiple Choice:  

10.  According to this video, reading comprehension is

A. reading and pronouncing.

B. constructing new meaning.

C. both A and B

D. neither A or B

Answer: B

11.  _______________ is the ultimate goal of reading.

A. Reading comprehension

B. Entertainment

C. Education

D. Higher achievement on standardized tests

Answer: A 


Video Clip 6: Word Analysis Strategy

Summary:

Word analysis strategies help students actively construct meaning. In this video, a teacher uses a cloze passage to help readers become strategic in figuring out unknown meaning. 

Student Activities:

1. Why is word analysis an important part of reading comprehension? What other activities may be done to help children improve word recognition skills and aid in overall comprehension?

Instruct students to look to their text for the answer to these questions. To extend the activity, have them develop a lesson plan around a specific tool to include in their lesson plan bank.

2. Create a cloze passage for a classmate by photocopying a passage from your textbook and whiting out some of the words or vocabulary terms. As he or she attempts to complete the activity, discuss how context contributes to the ability to determine the missing words. Also discuss other ways to get meaning from the passage if some of the words are unfamiliar. Summarize your impressions of the activity here.

An alternative to this would be to have students create a cloze activity and use it with a child. Have them summarize the results in writing.

Multiple Choice:

12.  The cloze procedure teaches the word analysis skill of __________.

A. word parts

B. letter-sound information

C. context cue

D. key words

Answer: C

STUDENT LEARNING GUIDE

Module 5: Comprehension

Learning Objective:

After completing this module, you will understand 

4. that reading comprehension is the ultimate goal of reading, and should be addressed at every stage of reading.
5. the different instructional strategies for reading comprehension.

6. what a cloze procedure is and how it is used to assess comprehension.


  Video Clip 5: Defining Reading Comprehension

Observation Questions:

2. What did you learn about reading comprehension from this video clip? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. How do readers derive meaning from print?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Next Step:

2. Choose a children's book, and type the text into a word processing program. Go through the story and in bold type or a second column, add questions that you would ask students to determine if they were comprehending the story. Include queries that get the student to think, such as where the author may be going with the story, or how the outcome of the story would change if one detail was changed.  Summarize the activity here.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________


Video Clip 6: Word Analysis Strategy

Observation Questions:

1. What are the benefits to the student of doing a cloze activity? How does it help with reading comprehension?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Next Step:

3. Why is word analysis an important part of reading comprehension? What other activities may be done to help children improve word recognition skills and aid in overall comprehension?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. Create a cloze passage for a classmate by photocopying a passage from your textbook and whiting out some of the words or vocabulary terms. As he or she attempts to complete the activity, discuss how context contributes to the ability to determine the missing words. Also discuss other ways to get meaning from the passage if some of the words are unfamiliar. Summarize your impressions of the activity here.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Connecting to the Web:

Reading Comprehension Worksheets - Featuring weekly reading comprehension worksheets, provided free for teachers and parents to copy for their kids. They include original stories, poems, essays, and articles. http://www.rhlschool.com/reading.htm
Strategy Instruction For Increasing Reading Comprehension from LDOnline:

http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/teaching_techniques/ellis_readingcomp.html
The Resource Room Reading Comprehension Strategies - http://www.resourceroom.net/Comprehension/index.asp
ERIC Digest: Vocabulary Instruction and Reading Comprehension

http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC_Digests/ed412506.html
Modified Cloze Procedures

http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/ela/ela_modi.html
