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February 12, 2002


Ms. Kristin Batson

Organizational Learning and 

Grants Administration Manager
The McKnight Foundation

600 TCF Tower 
121 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Dear Ms. Batson:

The Minnesota Center Against Violence and Abuse (MINCAVA) is a leader in innovative violence-related education, research, and an Internet information portal. MINCAVA seeks support for a new initiative, Minnesota Safe Technology Project, that will address Minnesota domestic violence programs' complex training and technical assistance needs that have resulted from the proliferation of Internet and wireless communication technologies. This initiative is an excellent match for The McKnight Foundation’s Children, Families, and Communities priorities since it will:

· increase public understanding and commitment to family issues 

· educate communities about family violence 

· increase protective measures for victims

· further develop resources to help families in crisis

Intimate violence in the United States is widespread. Based on U.S. Census estimates, one out of every twelve U.S. women (8.2 million) is stalked at some time in her life (Tjaden & Thoennes, 1998). The American Psychological Association (1996) suggests that one in three adult women experience at least one physical assault by a partner during adulthood. Nearly 25% of women have been raped and/or physically assaulted by a current or former spouse, cohabiting partner, or date at some time in their lifetime (Tjaden & Thoennes, 2000). Other estimates show that one to four million American women experience violence by an intimate each year (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1995).

Survivors of intimate violence have been positively and negatively affected by the rapid integration of Internet and wireless technology into contemporary American culture. The “digital revolution” has provided some women, particularly those with mobility and geographic limitations, greater access to family violence resources including Internet-based direct services. However, Internet and wireless technologies have also aided batterers’ efforts to monitor their partners’ activities, which have placed battered women at risk of serious and lethal injuries. Current technology features enable batterers to commit high-tech eavesdropping through the use of scanners and wireless phones; tamper with e-mail to obtain confidential information; monitor home and Internet activities with Web cameras and Internet monitoring software; and track locations of victims through CallerID, auto-redial functions, and Global Positioning Software equipment. 

MINCAVA is requesting $250,000 to support a two-year initiative entitled, Minnesota Safe Technology Project. The project will enhance practitioners' capacity to respond to victims in our fast-paced, technologically-evolving environment. Minnesota Safe Technology Project will:

1) conduct an assessment of Minnesota domestic violence organizations' needs regarding Web and wireless service delivery; 

2) develop a coalition between domestic violence professionals and technology experts and convene a statewide, interdisciplinary advisory board to guide the project; 

3) deliver a training program for advocates about online and wireless safety, confidentiality, security and liability issues facing both victims and the organizations that serve them; 

4) provide technical assistance to domestic violence programs by developing a promising practices guide (print and Web format) that recommends specific policies and procedures for organizations serving victims of intimate violence; and 

5) create a public awareness campaign targeted to survivors.

We believe that MINCAVA is uniquely positioned to lead this initiative. As detailed in the enclosed brochure, we were established in 1994 by the Minnesota State Legislature to “improve the quality of higher education related to violence.” During our first few years, we completed a discipline-specific needs assessment of Minnesota higher education, established a Web-based library of educational resources, administered a grant program to fund new curricula, sponsored higher education conferences, and promoted licensing and policy change. 

MINCAVA has previously convened groups of researchers, policy makers, and practitioners to discuss issues and plan future agendas. For example, in a project funded by the Packard Foundation, MINCAVA assembled an international group of researchers as well as United States-based policy makers and practitioners in a two-day meeting focused on research on children who are exposed to adult domestic violence. The meeting informed the Winter 1999 issue of The Future of Children and resulted in a book published by the American Psychological Association (May 2001) titled Domestic Violence in the Lives of Children: The Future of Research, Policy and Practice (co-edited by Drs. Sandra Graham-Bermann and Jeffrey L. Edleson). 

Currently, MINCAVA houses two of the nation’s leading Web sites on violence: 

1) MINCAVA Electronic Clearinghouse, which offers an extensive pool of up-to-date resources about all types of violence, including child maltreatment, youth violence, and adult domestic violence; 

2) Violence Against Women Online Resources, a Web site developed and maintained on behalf of the United States Department of Justice, Violence Against Women Office. This site provides law, criminal justice, and social service professionals with up-to-date information on interventions to stop violence against women. 

Together, the two sites receive approximately 2,000 visitors a day from approximately 65 countries across the globe. 

MINCAVA also facilitates the Applied Research Forum of the National Electronic Network on Violence Against Women (VAWnet). VAWnet publishes online research summaries, discussions, and other resources for domestic violence and sexual assault coalition staff members, as well as members of other allied national organizations throughout the United States.

MINCAVA serves a growing number of students at the University of Minnesota through our Child Abuse Prevention Studies certificate program and newly initiated Family Violence Prevention minor. In a first step to provide Web-based instruction, MINCAVA instituted Global Violence Prevention, an interactive case study about family violence. Its purpose is to teach individuals in service provision fields to respond effectively to victims and perpetrators by guiding users through an online case study about a family experiencing violence.

There are two primary reasons to develop the Minnesota Safe Technology Project. Domestic violence has reached epidemic proportion in the United States. The statistics stated earlier provide evidence of the current magnitude of the problem. Secondly, the digital revolution is well underway and will only continue to grow. More than 168 million United States’ households currently have Internet access (Nielsen/Netratings, 2001) and more than 50% of households in the 25 largest U.S. cities use a wireless phone (J.D. Power and Associates, 2001). Internet access anytime, anywhere, is the wave of the future and experts predict that by 2005, over one billion users worldwide will use the Internet (U.S. Internet Council, 2001).

As a result of the convergence of these two major societal issues, there is an urgent need for immediate discussion, strategic planning, and training about Internet and wireless service delivery, particularly in the development of recommended policies and practices for service delivery to victims of intimate violence. MINCAVA is participating in some national discussions and planning, but to our knowledge, nothing is currently happening to address these issues in Minnesota. 

We hope you find that our understanding of violence and technical expertise uniquely equip us with the capacity to implement this project. Would you accept a full proposal about the Minnesota Safe Technology Project for your review?  We appreciate your time and consideration and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Ann L. Kroner




Jeffrey L. Edsel

Program Director




Director

Attachments:

Business cards

MINCAVA brochure

Global Violence Prevention bookmark
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He selects silent ring and auto-answer settings on his cell phone, and then hides it in the living room. He calls the phone several times a day. It never rings, but the phone automatically turns on and allows him to listen to activities in the home. He installed computer software that invisibly monitors her Internet activity. He knows she e-mailed the local women’s shelter for help. He intercepted her safety plan. He placed a small antenna on her car that tracks her whereabouts through a GPS system. Where should this victim turn for help? Who will advise her about how to stay safe in this ever-changing technological environment?   








